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Today’s Topics

#* Understanding Rainbow Family
Compositions

* |ldentifying Informational
Needs & Developing
Welcoming Environments

¥ Planning Programs & Ouireach
Services

* Selecting Materials

#* Recommended Professional
Materials & Resources



Why Rainbow Families (LGBTQ Families)?

% Over 110,000 same-sex couples
are raising children in almost every
county (96%) in the U.S.

v' Areas with low numbers of
same-sex couples and LGBTQ
singles without children.

#* Approximately 2 million children
are raised in LGBTQ families that
most often live in rural areas. ymage

. ad.us
Source: ralseachﬂd u

Sources: The Williams Institute, “As Overall Percentage Of Same-Sex Couples Raising Children Declines, Those Adopting Almost Doubles — Significant Diversity Among Lesbian and Gay
Families,” (January 25, 2012): http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/press-releases/as-overall-percentage-of-same-sex-couples-raising-children-declines-those-adopting-almost-doubles-
significant-diversity-among-lesbian-and-gay-families/; Urban Institute, “Gay and lesbian families in the census: Couples with children,” (2003): http://www.urban.org/publications/
900626.html. ; Movement Advancement Project, Family Equality Council and Center for American Progress, “All Children Matter: How Legal and Social Inequalities Hurt LGBT
Families,” (October 2011): http://www.lgbtmap.org/all-children-matter-full-report; Urban Institute, Gates, Gary J., and Jason Ost. The Gay and Lesbian Atlas. Washington, DC: Urban
Institute Press, 2004.



How are “Rainbow Families” formed?

#* Divorce - kids from previous marriages
¥ Adoption - by one or both partners

¥* Surrogacy

¥ Child birth

#* Single LGBTQ parents/caregivers

¥ LGBTQ children




Books as Mirrors & Windows

It is important for the self-esteem of LGBTQ children and
children with LGBT caregivers to see themselves and
their families in the books they encounter

“Gay and lesbian kids need to read about people like
themselves, just as kids in other minorities do.”
~ Nancy Garden, 2000
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Informational Needs of Rainbow Families

#* Developmentally appropriate, high-quality
print and digital materials that normalize the
experiences of LGBTQ families.

#* Current, accurate information about local
organizations serving LGBTQ families.

#* Language in library programs inclusive of
LGBTQ families

#* Opportunities to learn about LGBTQ
individuals via library displays, collections,
and programs.

#* Confidentiality in patron records and
discretion when helping LGBTQ family
members locate materials

* Ability to locate LGBTQ materials within the
library’s catalog and collections



Creating Welcoming Spaces for LGBTQ Families

¥ Recognize and address
personal prejudices among
library staff.

* Respectful language in
programs, readers advisory,
and all services.

#* Confront instances of teasing
and bullying between children,
parents, or library staff.

#* Encourage LGBTQ caregivers to
volunteer and participate in
children’s library programs.

Used with permission
San Francisco State University



Creating Welcoming Spaces (Continued)

#* Collaborate with community
agencies serving Rainbow Families.

#* Create visual displays and bulletin
boards inclusive of all families.

* |Integrate LGBTQ children’s books
info regular storytimes and arrange
on bookshelves alongside other
children’s books.

#* Examine library materials for
stereotypes and biases such as
gender stereotypes, sex role
stereotypes, homophobiaq, etc.

Poster source: www.rainbowfamilies.org.au/resources/whos-in-your-family/



Program Considerations

#* Selecting Your Books & Program Type
#* Choosing Your Words Wisely
#* Knowing How to Respond to Children

#*Knowing How to Respond to Caregivers, Administrators, & Other Adults

VS. VS.



“Out and Proud” Program Examples

¥ Events in conjunction with LGBTQ Pride

#* Outreach at Rainbow Family Events:
picnics, PFLAG meetings, eic.

#* Adoption workshops inclusive of LGBTQ
topics.

#* Family film series with gay-friendly
children’s films: Oliver Button is a Star,
Buster’s Outdoor Journey’s, etc.

Creative Commons, by Arda



“Under the Radar” Subversive
& Inclusive Programming

Creative Commons, by Michael Verhoef,

#* One of the best ways to serve
children and caregivers in LGBTQ
families.

#* You may not want to offer
“Rainbow Storytimes” that single
out LGBTQ families.

v Fear of embarrassing Rainbow
Families

v Perceived programs being only
for a specific population



Why Subversive (Inclusive) Storytimes?

#* Validates the existence of
children and caregivers in
Rainbow Families

#* Subverts views in the storyhour
that all families have a mom and 2
a dad and/or are heterosexual.

#* Normalizes the experiences of
children and adults in Rainbow
Families, providing a window for
children and caregivers in other
types of families.



How to be Subversive

#* Change pronouns while reading a book with
androgynous animal characters

#* Change character names to become
androgynous: Jaime, Rene, Michele, Pat,
Chris, etc.

#* Use terms such as “parent” or “caregiver”
instead of “mother” or “father”

#* Using books with single parents

#* Share books with ambiguous family
constructs: multiple parents, “friends”
expressing love, etc.



More Subversive Suggestions

»* Share “gender bending” books from
all genres.

#* Invite “out of the box” guest
speakers: Male teachers and
nurses, female construction workers
and business owners, etc.

* Start a book and allow children to
conclude the ending by inserting
their own personal experiences via
a written, oral, or visual story.



Considerations in Selecting
LGBTQ- Themed Children’ s Materials

How a child reacts when she/he learns
that an important person in her/his life is
LGBTQ. (Or, how children embrace their
own LGBTQ identity)

How the sexual orientation of a LGBTQ
character is explained.

How the narrative presents the lives of
LGBTQ characters and families.

How LGBTQ characters are porirayed in
illustrations.

How gender identity and gender
diversity are described.



Example of Stereotyped Image

Illustration detail from Uncle What-Is-It is Coming
to Visit! By M. Willhoite, 1993: Alyson Books.



Messages about Rainbow Families
depicted in storytime materials

#* Are boys “sissies” if they * Are males depicted as
play with dolls, dress up, fathers, elementary
or have mainly girl teachers, nurses, dancers,
friends? etc.?

#* Are girls shown outdoors #* Are families with 2 dads, 2
and active? moms, or single parents

2
* Are females only represented?

depicted in dresses and in % Are same-sex parents

female-stereotyped roles stigmatized in your
such as housewife, nurse, materials?
mother, etc.? * Are gender non-

conforming children
present?



Balancing Act



Choosing Counter-LGBTQ Materials?

¥ A balanced library collection of LGBTQ materials does
NOT include anti-gay materials.

#* The balance to LGBTQ materials are heterosexual
materials — which libraries already have a
preponderance of.



A Few Recommended Books

Super Daddy! — Me, Age 2



Recommended Board Books



Recommended
Picture Books



Recommended Easy Reader
and Juvenile Novels



Gender-Bending Picture Books



More Gender-Bending Books



Same-Sex Friendships



Ambiguous Family Constructs



Family Survey Books



Everywhere Babies for All Families



Book Awards — Rainbow Project

¥ Rainbow Books /Rainbow Project -
glbtrt.ala.org/rainbowbooks/rainbow-books-lists



Book Awards — Stonewall

¥ Stonewall Children’s & YA Literature Award —
www.ala.org/glbtrt/award



Book Awards — Amelia Bloomer

¥ Amelia Bloomer List -
ameliabloomer.wordpress.com/



Book Lists — Patricia Sarles Blog

booksforkidsingayfamilies.blogspot.com/



Book Lists CCBC

ccbe.education.wisc.edu/books/detail ListBooks.asp?idBookLists=446



Book Lists — Welcoming Schools

www.welcomingschools.org/resources/



Web Resource — Welcoming Schools

www.welcomingschools.org/pages/steps-vou-can-take-as-a-
librarian




Pink Parenting UK Magazine
(Digital and Print)

www.pink-parenting.com/



Rainbow Rumpus - Online
Children’ s Literary Magazine

www.rainbowrumpus.org/



Librarian Resources
from the Author

Children & Libraries
Article — Dec 2013



Summing it Up — New Yorker Cartoon

Source: http://www.newyorker.com/humor/issuecartoons/2011/05/02/cartoons_20110425?
fb_ref=social_fblike&fb_ source=home_multiline#slide=11



QUESTIONS?
COMMENTS?

Jamie C. Naidoo, Ph.D.

jcnaidoo@slis.ua.edu
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