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Library Bill of Rights 
Statement on Labeling 

 
 

                       An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights 
 
           Labeling is the practice of describing or designating materials by affixing a 
           prejudicial label and/or segregating them by a prejudicial system. The 
           American Library Association opposes these means of predisposing 
           people's attitudes toward library materials for the following reasons:  
 
             1.Labeling is an attempt to prejudice attitudes and as such, it is a 
                censor's tool.  
 
             2.Some find it easy and even proper, according to their ethics, to 
                establish criteria for judging publications as objectionable. 
                However, injustice and ignorance rather than justice and 
                enlightenment result from such practices, and the American Library 
                Association opposes the establishment of such criteria.  
 
             3.Libraries do not advocate the ideas found in their collections. The 
                presence of books and other resources in a library does not 
                indicate endorsement of their contents by the library.  
 
           A variety of private organizations promulgate rating systems and/or 
           review materials as a means of advising either their members or the 
           general public concerning their opinions of the contents and suitability or 
           appropriate age for use of certain books, films, recordings, or other 
           materials. For the library to adopt or enforce any of these private 
           systems, to attach such ratings to library materials, to include them in 
           bibliographic records, library catalogs, or other finding aids, or otherwise 
           to endorse them would violate the Library Bill of Rights.  
 
           While some attempts have been made to adopt these systems into law, 
           the constitutionality of such measures is extremely questionable. If such 
           legislation is passed which applies within a library's jurisdiction, the library 
           should seek competent legal advice concerning its applicability to library 
           operations.  
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           Publishers, industry groups, and distributors sometimes add ratings to 
           material or include them as part of their packaging. Librarians should not 
           endorse such practices. However, removing or obliterating such ratings 
           -- if placed there by or with permission of the copyright holder -- could 
           constitute expurgation, which is also unacceptable.  
 
           The American Library Association opposes efforts which aim at closing 
           any path to knowledge. This statement, however, does not exclude the 
           adoption of organizational schemes designed as directional aids or to 
           facilitate access to materials.  
 
           Adopted July 13, 1951. Amended June 25, 1971; July 1, 1981; June 
           26, 1990, by the ALA Council. 
 

 
FREE ACCESS TO LIBRARIES FOR MINORS 

 
An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights 

 
           Library policies and procedures which effectively deny minors equal 
           access to all library resources available to other users violate the Library 
           Bill of Rights. The American Library Association opposes all attempts to 
           restrict access to library services, materials, and facilities based on the 
           age of library users.  
 
           Article V of the Library Bill of Rights states, "A person's right to use a 
           library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 
           background, or views." The "right to use a library" includes free access 
           to, and unrestricted use of, all the services, materials, and facilities the 
           library has to offer. Every restriction on access to, and use of, library 
           resources, based solely on the chronological age, educational level, or 
           legal emancipation of users violates Article V.  
 
           Libraries are charged with the mission of developing resources to meet 
           the diverse information needs and interests of the communities they serve. 
           Services, materials, and facilities which fulfill the needs and interests of 
           library users at different stages in their personal development are a 
           necessary part of library resources. The needs and interests of each 
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           library user, and resources appropriate to meet those needs and interests, 
           must be determined on an individual basis. Librarians cannot predict what 
           resources will best fulfill the needs and interests of any individual user 
           based on a single criterion such as chronological age, level of education, 
           or legal emancipation.  
 
           The selection and development of library resources should not be diluted 
           because of minors having the same access to library resources as adult 
           users. Institutional self-censorship diminishes the credibility of the library 
           in the community, and restricts access for all library users.  
 
           Librarians and governing bodies should not resort to age restrictions on 
           access to library resources in an effort to avoid actual or anticipated 
           objections from parents or anyone else. The mission, goals, and 
           objectives of libraries do not authorize librarians or governing bodies to 
           assume, abrogate, or overrule the rights and responsibilities of parents or 
           legal guardians. Librarians and governing bodies should maintain that 
           parents - and only parents - have the right and the responsibility to 
           restrict the access of their children - and only their children - to library 
           resources. Parents or legal guardians who do not want their children to 
           have access to certain library services, materials or facilities, should so 
           advise their children. Librarians and governing bodies cannot assume the 
           role of parents or the functions of parental authority in the private 
           relationship between parent and child. Librarians and governing bodies 
           have a public and professional obligation to provide equal access to all 
           library resources for all library users.  
 
           Librarians have a professional commitment to ensure that all members of 
           the community they serve have free and equal access to the entire range 
           of library resources regardless of content, approach, format, or amount 
           of detail. This principle of library service applies equally to all users, 
           minors as well as adults. Librarians and governing bodies must uphold 
           this principle in order to provide adequate and effective service to 
           minors.  
           
 
 
 Adopted June 30, 1972; amended July 1, 1981; July 3, 1991, by the ALA Council 


