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President Obama’s “Educate to Innovate” program
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The library is a natural
site for community-based
informal education

“Libraries have a strong role in connected learning

because they can help teens connect to people and
resources that support their personal formal and
informal interests.”

- Jack Martin (Executive Director, Providence Public Library & YALSA past-president), Marfin,
Juck, Wittig, Corey, Strock Adrienne, “Library Service for Teens: Who we are we? What are
we? And, where are we going?”, Young Adulf Library Services, Fall 2014, pg. 5)

Successful Learning Labs

Teen Learning Labs are in libraries of all sizes!

Here are some early standouts: + Maker Jawn

+ YOUmedia (Chicago Public Library) (Free Library of Philadelphia)

+ The Bubbler (Madison Public Library) - Studio NPL (Nashville Public Library)
+ The Studio - Teen Central and INAGINEYOU

(Anythink, Rangeview Library District o 1o
. Inlorm:lﬁon Coin::n:: (Ilrnolrlyl: Pl:bl)i( Library) (Rochester Public Library)
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User-Centered Programming

your community
Strategic Plan

Program Design
Your vision of the future

of your library

Outcomes of Successful

Learning Labs

Outcomes should e collective and personal

There is no

"one-size fits all”

teen learning lab

Learning Labs don't have to be large
MakerSpaces or fablabs to create the

desired learning outcomes
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IMLS Report

“Before you go on a shopping spree and max out your credit card assess what your
Makerspace will actually require.”

Makerspace Playbook, School Edition

There is need.

» A way to track the learning that happens
in our libraries

+ A way of engaging teens

* A way to spread “transliteracy”

» A necessary public service for
disempowered, underprivileged feenagers
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« Craft a survey for your teen space and your teen staff in order to find
what teens want and need

« Engage local schools fo find where teenagers need the most support
academically

Staffing a Learning Lab

Strategies for alternate
staffing models
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Professional Development

Involve staff and

stakeholders in developing
informal education practices
so your work doesn’t

happen in a bubble.
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Questions

Thank you

coreymwittig@gmail.com
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