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Book-to-Action 
¡  Engage community members in 

collectively reading and 
discussing a book and putting 
their new-found knowledge into 
action by participating in a 
community service project 
related to the book's topic.  

¡  Collaborate with local 
organizations doing vital work in 
your community 

¡  Expand your library’s role by 
mobilizing volunteers in work 
that enhances civic 
engagement.  



Sacramento - 2013 
Spring Warren, author of  The Quarter-Acre Farm 





Ocean Park Branch, 
Santa Monica Library, 
2013 

¡ Adult book: You Had Me 
at Woof by Julie Klam 

¡  YA book: Finding Danny 
by Linzi Glass 

¡  Partners included Santa 
Monica Animal Shelter 
Education Program and 
Forte Animal Rescue 

¡ Community Event: Animal 
Rescue Group 
Information Fair, July 

Limited free copies of these titles will be available
at the branch beginning in mid-May. The public is
encouraged to read the book, join the discussions
and learn how they can help make a difference 
in the life of an animal. In addition to book 
discussions, there will be free programs at the
Ocean Park Branch for various age groups.

These events are free and open to the public. For more information call (310) 458-8683 or visit www.smpl.org.
The Santa Monica Public Library is wheelchair accessible. For special disabled services, call Library Administration
(310) 458-8683 one week prior to events. The Ocean Park Branch is served by Big Blue Bus lines #1 and #8.

WED 6/5 3:15-4:15
Santa Monica Animal
Shelter Education
Program With a Few
Special Guests
(For All Ages)

THURS 6/13 5:00-6:00
Forte Animal Rescue
Talk: Founder Marie Atake
Discusses their Mission &
Adoptable Dogs
(For Ages 11 & Up)

THURS 6/20 3:30-4:30
Paws 4 Reading:
Read to Therapy Dogs
(For Ages 6 & Up)

SAT 6/22 2:00-3:00
“Finding Danny” Author
Linzi Glass Discusses her
Book and Rescue Group
(For Ages 11 & Up)

TUES 6/25 7:00-8:30
Adult Book Discussion:
“You Had Me at Woof”
by Julie Klam

THURS 6/27 3:00-4:30
Teen/Tween Book
Discussion:
“Finding Danny” by Linzi
Glass

SAT 7/6 12:00-2:00
Local Animal Rescue
Group Information Fair on
Library Front Lawn
(All Ages)

Read
abook, 
Rescue 
an Animal
The Ocean Park Branch Library, 
2601 Main Street, invites the community to take
part in the Library’s Book-to-Action series
of events during the month of June featuring 
the middle school book Finding Danny
by Linzi Glass and the adult book 
You Had Me at Woof by Julie Klam.



San Diego Public, 2012 
¡ Two partners: 
¡  Tecolote Nature Ctr 

¡  San Diego Natural History 
Museum 

¡ Service Projects: 
¡  6 canyon clean-up days 

¡  3 guided hikes & 6 nature 
storytimes with related 
crafts 

¡ On-going Family Nature 
Club Formed 



Santa Clara City Library, 2012 

Partner: 
Santa Clara 
School District’s 
Migrant 
Education 
Program 









Mono County Free Library, 
September 2013 



Book-to-Action: A Great Idea 
¡ Multonomah County Library Launches 

Books-to-Action, November 2008  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¡ Volunteer Project at the National Conference on Positive Aging 

¡  IMLS Western Regional Fellowship:  
Transforming Life After 50 - 2010 



California State Library 
Promotes Civic Engagement 



 
Book-to-Action: Ongoing 
Success Throughout 
California! 





 



Hayward  



Questions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://booktoaction.library.ca.gov 



http://booktoaction.library.ca.gov 











 
Managing Controversy 



Before we go over the 
application and 
deadlines…any questions? 



 
 
 

 
 

Book to Action  
 
Ø  is not a grant.  
Ø  is not a reimbursement program. 
 

 
CA Center for the Book will pay these invoices 

for you (up to $3,000): 
Ø  Books to give to community members 

Ø  Author fees 
Ø  Author travel 

 



 
 
 
 
 

2016 Request to 
Participate 
Elements will include: 
 
 
 
 

•  Amount requested ($3,000 maximum) 

•  Title of selected book(s) 

•  Description of program(s), speaker(s), topic, and community service 
activity.  (200 words maximum) 

•  Community service partner(s) 

•  Intended audience (e.g. adults, school-aged children, specific 
target populations)  

•  How many people are expected to participate 

•  Anticipated outcomes of the program,. 



Outcomes 

¡  learned something new and valuable about a 
current topic by reading and discussing the 
selected book. 

¡  learned something new and valuable about a 
service need in their community. 

¡  found their participation in the Book-to-Action 
project to be a meaningful experience. 

¡  interested in engaging in community service again. 

¡  interested in another Book- to-Action Project. 



 
 
 

 

2016 Request to 
Participate 
should also include: 
 

A brief outline of expected program 
expenses and funding sources.  

 
No minimum cash match or 

in-kind requirement.  
 

Remember: 
CA Center for the Book will pay invoices for 

 
Ø Books to be given to community members 

Ø Author fees 
Ø Author travel 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Book to Action 2016  
 
 
 

Deadline for request to participate:  
December 1, 2015 – 5 pm 

Notification will be made by:  
December 15, 2015 

 
All programming must be complete  
and invoices submitted to CCFB by: 

Friday, May 13, 2016 
 

Final narrative report due by: 
Tuesday, May 31, 2016  

 
 
 
 



Questions? 
 
 
 
 
 
Book to Action is supported by the U.S. Institute of Museum 
and Library Services under the provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology Act, administered in California by 
the State Librarian. 



 
 
Thank You 
 

Mary Menzel 
California Center for the Book 
mmenzel@calbook.org 
 
 


